
 
 

 

Diocese of Laoag, Tuesday 28 August 2012 

 
On their arrival they gathered the Church together and told them all that God had done 
through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the non-Jews" (Acts 15,27) 

 

With the Motu Propio of His Holiness Pope Benedict X\VM Porta Fidei he proclaimed 

October 11, 2012 to November 24, 20123 as the year of Faith. It coincides with the 50th year of 

the opening of Second Vatican Council and celebrates the 20th year of the promulgation of the 

Catechism.of Catholic Church.  

 

It is not the first time. Pope Paul VI proclaimed the Year of the Faith during the 19th 

Centenary of theMartyrdom or Apostles of Peter and Paul, that was, from June 19, 1967 and 

ended on June 20, 1968. The theme was the "Creed of the People of God”. 

 

Let us do some reflection about faith, that is, to communicate and to live the faith. 

 

Story: 

 

Someone asked, what are the surest means to communicate a message? And not only 

most sure but also much faster. They begin with tel. what are the answers? They are: television, 

telephone and lastly tell a woman. 

 

True enough. With just one simple command or our Risen Lord to Mary Magdalene "but 

go to my brothers and say to them: am ascending to my Father. Jonn 20,17) the good news of 

the Resurrection of Jesus has reached and accepted far and wide. 

 

How do we communicate our Faith? 

 

Our answers are the following: head, heart and hands. 

 

Faith starts from the head. 1t is to know, to believe. Once we believe, we accept. Pope 

Benedict XVI in his Motu Propio Porta Fidei (Of October 11,2011 ) affirms, only through 

believing then does faith grow and become stronger” (7) .Faith is to know the words and works 

of Jesus . With what Jesus preached and what he has done we can now understand. We can 

comprehend. We accept them and also like Peter we can profess "you are the Christ, the son 



 
 

 

of the living God (Matthew 16,16). With our faith in God, we come to know that all his words 

and works are his love made visible. We understand how much he loves, takes good care of us 

and d esires our return to Him. And so, like the Thomas we also at the end can proclaim “my 

lord my god “. (John 20,28). Farth makes recognize our being limited, being vulnerable and 

helpless in our earthly pilgrimage. And we accept that we need Jesus. We then take Him as our 

savior. God is the only answer to our needs, our sole refuge and relief from our problems. 

Because of faith we realize the redemptive plan of God, working in us and with us for others. 

 

Story: 

 

A lady is run over by a car. Her soul goes to heaven. But she pleads and asks God to give 

her twenty years of life back on earth. It is for 'smooth transition' and to culminate unfinished 

business, as she reasoned out. 

 

God, in His mercy and love, agrees and she is resuscitated back to life on earth. 

 

Knowing she has 20 long years more, she decides she might enjoy part of it recklessly and 

be contrite at the later part of her lite. So, she goes to à cosmetic surgeon and has tace and nose 

lifts, liposuction, tummy tuck Skin bleach and Botox. When she comes out of the clinic, she was 

completely pretty and made over. But she is run over by a speeding truck and dies instantly(again) 

 

In heaven, she angrily ask,you said I still have twenty more years? How come I am back 

here almost instantly? And God, meekly says, "on! Is it you I did not recognize you. 

 

God looks for our faith in Him. God judges us by the faith we have in Him. But most of the 

time our faith lies only in and from our head. Faith coming from the head is informative. we just 

want to know all the details or specifics in the articles of our faiths. We just judge everything 

around by what we see, learn and can understand. Thus in acquiring this information, we became 

enlightened about thing around us land obtain to answer these questions of what, the why, the 

who , the where and the now about our faith. So, we can be able to tell right from wrong, what 

is proper and useful. But this faith coming from the head is still limited. And so, like the apostles 

we have also to beg Jesus to "increase our faith" (Luke 17,5) and so we come to the second point.  

 



 
 

 

Faith nurtures in the heart. It is to trust, to hold on, or to embrace. What we know from 

our head we now keep in our heart. What we have in our heart we don't forget. We remember 

We love. What and whom we loved deeply we keep them in our heart. The Holy Father attests, 

the heart indicates that the first act by which one comes to faith in God’s gifts and the actions 

or grace which acts and transforms the person deep within (10) Our faith makes trust the ways 

and will of Jesus we are very much willing to have a change of heart for Him. And Jesus dwelling 

in your hearts through faith and us "rooted and founded in love" (Ephesians 3,17) leads us to 

conversion of life and communion with Him. 

  

In our line of works, it is possible that some of our teaching or preaching will be forgotten 

or will not be retained. As the saying goes, into one ear ana out in the other Nevertheless a great 

part can be remembered and stored in memory, Ana there will be some that will lodge in the 

heart. So, they we will be affected. We will be touched. And at the end we will be formed. From 

our questions about these what, where, when, why and the how we will formulate the answers: 

this is how I should do this or I know now what is right, moral and legal. 

 

Story: 

 

A teacher asked her grade one students, “which comes after eight” one very excited boy 

raised his hands and said,nine. The teacher said, “very good. So, what comes after nine?” the 

same boy again answered, “ten po. Alam ko po yan kasi tinuturuan ako ni daddy," the young boy 

added. The teacher remarked “wow. Thats very good. Eh, what follows 10” 

 

The same boy boastfully said, "Ma am after ten po ay Jack, sunod po ay Queen, tapos po 

ay King" 

 

What would be next 

 

Even what we know in our head or what we hold in our heart could still be corrected, 

cleared out or clarified. And so, faith which comes and nurtures in our heart leads us to personal 

encounter with Jesus. There will be personal experience of Him. Faith which springs from the 

heart brings out our formation, to be molded according to what Jesus what us to be. 

 



 
 

 

Faith manifests with our hands. It is to do, to give. Faith impels to actions, to fulfill His 

commands and continue His mission. The words of Jesus are made visible with our works. The 

works of Jesus are tangible with the changed lives we live. So our faith does not only make us 

know Jesus, not only to rust Him but eventually should lead us to serve Him fully, and to do 

something worthwhile for His flock. Pope Benedict XVI attests, "it is faith that enables us to 

recognize Christ and it is His love that impels us to assist Him whenever He becomes our 

neighbor along the journey of life" (14). With our faith we are now His followers. We become 

His disciples. We are His coworkers. Saint James reminds us, "what good is it, my brothers and 

sisters, to profess faith without showing works" (2,14). By our faith we put flesh and blood to 

His words. We relive the very life of Jesus. We act for Jesus and do the best things for Him. 

 

With our faith which is shown by the works of our hands, we become Jesus to others. We 

bring Jesus to them. We made them realize that they too, belong to Jesus. With our faith 

communicated from our head, heart and hands we know Jesus, we love Jesus and we serve Him. 

 

Story: 

A young woman was walking in the park. A young man saw her He was captivated by her 

beauty. He followed her. The young woman noticed that she was being followed by this young 

man. she stopped and confronted the man. The man confessed, "you are so beautiful. It is true 

what they say a love at first sight. And I fell in love with you." The young woman replied, "you fell 

in love because as you say I am beautiful. But you have seen my younger sister. She is more 

beautiful. In fact, she is at your back." 

 

On hearing this, the young man turned back. But there was no one at his back. He asked, 

"there is no one at my back. You are just joking or playing with me." The young woman answered, 

"if it is truly love why did you turn back?" 

 

There is no turning back. We have to communicate our faith. We have to live our faith. 

But how do we live our faith? 

 

Our answers are the following: deeds, depth and death. 

 

First, deeds. We have to act. We have to do things. Our answer or response is through 

our deeds. We have this saying "actions speaks louder than words." We dont just profess. We 



 
 

 

perform. We don't just promise. We provide. We don't make resolutions. We react. Saint James 

reminds us, "so, just as the body is dead without its spirit, so faith without deeds is also dead" 

(2,26). 

 

In our line of vocation, we have freely chosen the least travelled road. Our journey is 

always rugged and rough Our priestly life is always a work of sacrifice and services. They say that 

we are man of the cloth. And yes, we are. They say we man of the Breviary. Yes, we are. But much 

more we man of the Cross. Yes, we are. We have to carry, continue the works of Jesus, the 

redemption from the cross. So, we are man of action. We are priests who are always on the go, 

to do, always on the move. So wala pong paring tamad. Wala pong paring nakababad palagi sa 

facebook or sa cable TV. Wala pong paring turista or bakasyonista. We are willing to work, 

wherever and whomever. We are willing to be transferred whenever and whatever. With our 

faith we are not afraid or hesitant to go or to do. We don't question or compromise. We don't 

bargain. with our faith we move up, we go on and we act. 

 

Deeds are performed because of obedience. To obey is to do something being asked from 

us. It is a positive action and an affirmative response to work for and on behalf of. We have our 

vow of obedience. With our obedience we fully acknowledge that the will and plan of God should 

completely reign in our lives. Thus, with our faith in God who calls, chose and commissioned us 

to work in His vineyard we set aside our personal inclinations and subsume our duties to God's 

will which we seek to know through prayerful discernment and firm faith. We obey and fulfill our 

duties not out of personal convenience but because we desire to glorify and honor God. 

 

In faith we submit to authority and carry the responsibilities given to us, assured of God's 

constant guidance and assistance. This attitude frees us of all personal interests and self-serving 

agenda; and leads us away from the pitfall of vain ambition. 

 

As priests, with our obedience our minds and hearts are trained towards doing good 

deeds for the Church and giving our best to our Diocese. 

 

Second, depth. Yes, we have to act. But we act or do things to the maximum. We give 

the best and do the best of our capacity. It is what Jesus commanded His disciples to "put into 

the deep" (Luke 5,4). We don't reason Out, at least I did something." We don't resort, "Let my 

pastoral works be my lauds and vespers." We dig deeper. We go further. We work harder. 



 
 

 

 How far we can go? How deep we can give? 

 

Don't be contented with little or with less. We can do more or offer much. Sometimes we 

hold something to Ourselves because we are afraid we may end lacking or in need. Sometimes 

we cannot let go someone, and thus we become dependent with that someone. 

 

As priests, with our vow of celibacy we have offered much and all of our entire self and 

our whole life to God, and only to Him. Surrendering and submitting in faith everything in us to 

God enhance us to avoid having preferences, especially in relationships and treatments of 

people. The practice of celibacy in its depth with faith in our Lord who set us aside from the rest, 

steer us clear of duplicity, of having two lives, where our attention, our efforts and our focus are 

parceled out, like job assignments. 

 

We do not allow ourselves to be tied down, especially in an emotional sense, to a 

particular person. There is no attachment: thus no one can dictate nor distract us or disturb us 

from being dedicated and devoted to God's works and to Hid flock. 

 

A priest is not a priest when through his hands the future of his flock will be shattered 

into pieces. One is not a true and faithful priest if by his words and deeds his flock is brought to 

shame and sin. He is no longer in a priest by his calling when he no longer saves but becomes a 

source of scandal; no longer protects but inflicts harms and hurts his people. 

 

The depth of our faith to Jesus as His priests we come to realize that we no longer live for 

ourselves. Our lives belong to God. All that we are and all that we possess are for God, and for 

His purpose, and all for His greater glory. 

Third, death. The best proof of our faith is our willingness to die to ourselves. It is dying 

to our personal interest, dying to our personal ambition, dying to our personal agenda. We 

show our faith by our self-sacrifice and self-giving. Remember Jesus whom we followed and 

placed our faith "laid down his life for his sheep" (John 10,11). 

 

Let us admit that there is something in us, that we are not yet willing to give up for Jesus. 

Jesus tells us "if anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 

daily and follow me" (Luke 9,23). 

 



 
 

 

Whatever is given to us, or we acquire or possess are not for our own but for God's use. 

Faith in God leads us to make an unconditional surrender to God accepting, willing and ready 

that Jesus can do with us what He wants, when He wants, and whatever He wants of us and from 

us. 

 

As priests we regard as our true wealth and source of life is only God Himself. And in faith 

we completely rely and depend on His benevolence and providential care. We are not concerned 

about what is due to us but what we can give and how can we serve fully without recompense. 

Thus, this dying to self is our resistance to the temptation to look after our own personal security, 

whether in tenure or resources. We then let ourselves be focused on how we can readily offer 

and give ourselves, all we have, unreservedly to our Diocese with total disregard for what we can 

get in return. 

 

Here we don't just define what poverty is. We live it, and in faith with God He will fill us 

and make us fruitful. This third aspect of iving the faith shown with our death is what we proclaim 

in Latin "nihil ipsum sed Omnia Deo, that is, nothing of himself but everything to God. 

 

It is no longer living our lives in the way we want to or wishes. We live it according to God's 

plan, according to the vision-mission of the Diocese. We submit our desires to God's ways. We 

surrender ourselves to God, letting Him to direct us or to control us. And to show our readiness to 

be firm and faithful follower of Jesus is to pay the price, that is, death. We have to enter our 

Jerusalem, carry our cross and be crucified. And so, like the disciples we can also say "let us also 

go and die with him" (John 11,16). 

 

 

Most Rev. RUPERTO C. SANTOS, DD  
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